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Division 9: WA Health — 
[Supplementary Information No A17.] 
Question: Mr R.H. Cook asked: Did the department instruct Woolworths to take contaminated vegetable 
products off the shelves or does it know why Woolworths took those products off the shelves? 

Answer: 
At the time of the inspection a quantity of prepacked tomatoes was at the premises and these were withheld from 
distribution. As intelligence gathered by the taskforce indicated Woolworths was a major buyer of the tomatoes, 
the national office of Woolworths was contacted by telephone on Monday, 5 May 2014 to discuss the product, 
the possible chemical contamination and what risk management action they intended to take. Woolworths 
advised they were taking action to stop the supply of TLF Nominees tomatoes into their stores and had sourced 
alternative supplies. Assurances were given by Woolworths on Wednesday, 7 May 2014 that there were no TLF 
Nominees tomatoes in their stores. This information was confirmed by Woolworths via e-mail on 9 May 2014 to 
the Department of Health (DOH). Woolworths advised that they had sampled produce from TLF Nominees of 
Carabooda for residue testing and agreed to share these results with the DOH when results became available.  

No breaches of established Maximum Residue levels were found in produce from the property that was tested by 
Woolworths or DOH. 

[Supplementary Information No A18.] 
Question: Ms J.M. Freeman asked for details of the department’s research funding distribution for this financial 
year 

Answer: 

FutureHealth WA 
The 2013-14 allocation for the FutureHealth WA initiative is $6.0 million. 

An important aim of the 2013-14 funding is to contribute to improving the success rate of the Western Australian 
health and medical research sector in obtaining nationally competitive grants from bodies such as the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC). Funds have been provided to the following areas: 

‘Near-miss’ Project Support 

Merit awards of up to $75,000 each are offered to emerging WA researchers who submitted project grant 
applications to the 2013 round of the NHMRC, and whose applications were classified as being “fundable but 
not funded” (near-miss applications). This funding is provided on the condition that it be used by the researchers 
to improve the quality and competitiveness of applications that are resubmitted to the NHMRC. 

A total of $1,110,000 is being offered to 20 researchers from the University of Western Australia (UWA), Curtin 
University (CU) and the University of Notre Dame (UND). 

‘Near-miss’ Fellowship Support 

Similar to the above, support of up to $50,000 is being offered to near-miss applicants for NHMRC Early Career 
and Career Development Fellowships.  

A total of $350,000 is being offered to seven fellowship applicants from the UWA and CU. 

WA University Research Mentoring Programs 

All five WA universities have mentoring programs designed to improve the quality and competitiveness of grant 
applications to national and international funding bodies. 

Each of the universities has been allocated $100,000 towards enhancing their mentoring programs (total 
allocation $500,000). 

Health Database Support 

WA has developed word-leading databases of health information, and data linkage capacity to extract data from 
these. As these databases and linkage capacity are invaluable resources for WA researchers, additional support 
totalling $900,000 is being provided to the following initiatives: 

Busselton Population Medical Research Foundation: $300,000 

Raine Study: $200,000 

WA Register of Developmental Anomalies: $200,000 
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Data Linkage: $200,000. 

Other Programs 

Financial support has also been provided to the following two initiatives: 

Development of a state-wide ethics and research governance IT platform: $364,500 (projected expenditure in 
2013-14)  

Telethon-Perth Children’s Hospital Research Fund: $2 million (total funding over 2 years being matched by the 
Channel 7 Telethon Trust). 

Funds Carried Over  

The balance of $775,500 has been requested to be carried forward to 2014-15. 

Other Allocations to Health and Medical Research 
In addition, $14.3 million has been allocated in 2013-14 to ongoing Department of Health (non-FutureHealth 
WA) funding programs for health and medical research, as shown in the table below. 

Department of Health Funding of Health and Medical Research 2013-14 
FUNDING CATEGORY PROGRAM AMOUNT ($) 

INSTITUTE AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
SUPPORT 

Medical and Health Research Infrastructure Fund 

 

Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research 

Telethon Kids Institute (Databases) 

 

5,960,000 

 

1,500,000 

 

  250,000 

PROJECT SUPPORT Targeted Research Fund 

State Health Research Advisory Council (SHRAC) Research  

Translation Projects 

Neurotrauma Research Program* 

Telethon Kids Institute (Projects) 

Australian Telehealth Research Development Group 

National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases 

Wound Management Cooperative Research Centre 

Busselton Health Study / Busselton Healthy Ageing Study 

Improving Rural Cancer Outcomes 

Developmental Pathways Project (Telethon Kids Institute) 

1,548,000 

1,454,000 

 

834,500 

750,000 

300,000 

200,000 

100,000 

100,000 

60,000 

130,000 

PEOPLE SUPPORT DoH-Raine Clinician Research Fellowships 

New Independent Researcher Infrastructure Support 

Scientific meetings – sponsorships 

 

1,005,000 

70,000 

12,000 

 TOTAL 14,273,500 

*Funding sourced from the Road Trauma Trust Account 

[Supplementary Information No A19.] 
Question: Dr G.G. Jacobs asked: What amount does the state government assign to the patient assisted travel 
scheme each year? 
Answer: 
The Patient Assisted Travel Scheme (PATS) receives an allocation under Royalties for Regions (RfR) and a 
service appropriation allocation from the State’s Health Budget. Details of these allocations are shown below: 

Funding Source 2014-15 
$’000 

2015-16 
$’000 

2016-17 
$’000 

2017-18 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 
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Service Appropriation(1) 22,172 22,726 23,294 23,877 92,069 

Royalties for Regions(2) 10,080 10,584 10,584 10,981 42,229 

Total 32,252 33,310 33,878 34,858 134,298 
Notes: 
1. Funding per year is estimated based on 2013/14 actual funding identified in WA Country Health Service 
(WACHS) Service Level Agreement and escalated by 2.5% per annum. 
2. RfR funding is as included in Budget Estimates. 

[Supplementary Information No A20.] 
Question: Mr R.H. Cook asked: Could the minister explain the reductions in the renal dialysis service expansion 
program and the wheatbelt renal dialysis program? 
Answer: 
The expansion of renal dialysis services across WA Country Health Service (WACHS) is focused on delivering 
$45 million in dialysis related infrastructure as well as the provision of recurrent funding to support the delivery 
of renal services directly associated with the infrastructure upgrade. The infrastructure investment has been 
funded by the Commonwealth Government under the Health and Hospital Fund initiative with the State 
Government funding the additional $6.99 million operational costs from Royalties for Regions.  
The renal infrastructure program is currently in the planning stage and is proposed to be delivered in two phases. 
The first phase will result in renal hostels being built in Derby, Kununurra and Fitzroy Crossing; the provision of 
infrastructure to support additional renal chairs in Fitzroy Crossing and Kalgoorlie and office accommodation for 
renal support teams based in Kalgoorlie and Hedland. 
These works are expected to commence by mid-2015 and be completed by mid-2016. 
The second phase of the renal infrastructure program will include the construction of hostels at Broome and 
Kalgoorlie; the provision of the infrastructure to support renal chairs at Roebourne and Esperance and office 
accommodation for renal support teams at Broome and Geraldton.  
These works are expected to commence in the third quarter of 2015 and be completed by late 2016. Please note: 
the infrastructure to support the operations of renal chairs in Esperance will be delivered as part of the Esperance 
Health Campus Redevelopment project. 
A further four (4) dialysis chairs will be provided as part of the redevelopment of the Carnarvon Health Campus 
(CHC). The redevelopment of the CHC is expected to be completed by November 2015. 
This expansion of renal dialysis services in WACHS will also include the establishment of Regional Renal 
Support Teams (RRST) in the Goldfields, Midwest and Pilbara Regions; and the provision of subsidies to 
accommodate renal patients in the proposed new regional renal hostels.  
Cash flow timing for the expansion of renal dialysis services across WACHS has now been adjusted with the 
formal commitments to both capital and current funding and the commencement of detailed planning.  
There has been no change to the original funding allocation for renal dialysis services in WACHS Wheatbelt – 
the 2013/14 State Budget confirms a total funding allocation of - $3.5 million which includes $2 million to fund 
capital works at Northam and Moora Hospitals. 
Construction of the renal dialysis units has been incorporated into the Southern Inland Health Initiative (SIHI) 
capital works program for Northam and Moora Hospitals as these units are an integral part of the structure at 
both hospitals. Detailed planning is progressing at for both sites.  
Construction is due to be completed at Northam Hospital in late 2017, with transition scheduled to occur shortly 
after construction completion. The redevelopment of Moora Hospital is due for completion in late 2015 with 
transition to follow shortly after.  
The cash flows for the Wheatbelt renal project have been adjusted to align with the SIHI capital works program 
timelines with respect to Northam and Moora Hospitals redevelopment projects. 
[Supplementary Information No A21.] 
Question: Dr G.G. Jacobs asked: I refer the minister to the first dot point related to the Southern Inland Health 
Initiative on page 134. The dot point refers to attracting 27 new private sector general practitioners. How much 
did the government spend to attract those practitioners? How much money has been assigned to retain those 
practitioners? 

Answer: 
Funding Breakdown 
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The Southern Inland Health Initiative (SIHI) provides the following attraction incentives to General Practitioners 
(GPs) who are suitably qualified to work in a WA Country Health Service (WACHS) facility:  

• A location incentive up to $30,000 per annum to GPs who live and work in Southern Cross, Lake 
Grace, Norseman, Ravensthorpe/Hopetoun, Leonora and Laverton towns only. 

• An attraction and assistance allowance of $80,000 over two (2) years to GPs who relocate from outside 
the SIHI catchment to live in a participating SIHI location. 

• SIHI will also reimburse its recruiting partners for agency costs they have incurred in the successful 
placement of a GP into private practice. 

As at 31 March 2014, 27 new GPs had signed on to receive the SIHI specific GP incentive packages. Of the 27 
GPs: 

• The location incentive is being paid to four (4) GPs.  
• 11 GPs have satisfied the requirements to receive the attraction and assistance allowance. 
• $77,400 has been reimbursed to recruitment agencies  

GP Locations 
GPs who have signed on to receive incentive packages through SIHI are located in Corrigin, Northam, Moora, 
Wagin, Lake Grace, Kalbarri, Merredin, Collie, Esperance, Mt Magnet, Narrogin, Dongara, Boddington, 
Kondinin, Kununoppin, Katanning, Wyalkatchem, Southern Cross and Toodyay. 

[Supplementary Information No A22.] 
Question: Mr R.H. Cook asked: Would the minister provide updated information on the metropolitan hospital 
bed configuration and capacity for the years 2014–15, 2020–21 and 2024–25? 
Answer: 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS: PHYSICAL CAPACITY 

Hospital 

2013/14 

Beds 

SMHS   

State Rehabilitation 208 

Royal Perth 662 

Fremantle (inc Kaleeya) 552 

Armadale 286 

Bentley 228 

Rockingham (inc Murray) 242 

Peel 148 

NMHS   

Sir Charles Gairdner 609 

Joondalup 484 

Midland 184 

Kalamunda 43 

Osborne 207 

Statewide   

Princess Margaret 269 

Graylands/Selby 206 

King Edward 271 

TOTAL METRO 4,599 
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